General election

India sets starting date for six weeks of voting

JOHN REED — NEW DELHI

The starting gun for campaigning in
the world's largest democracy was fired
on Saturday after the Election Com-
‘mission of India announced an April 19
date for the first phase of voting.
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nations would be voting, India’s elec-
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About 968mn Indians will be quali-

National Congress, has joined forces
with more than two dozen other left-of-
centre and regional partiesin a fractious
electoralalliance. But Modi’s opponents
have complained of built-in disadvan-
tagesina country where the BJP has the
upper hand in fundraising and strong
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Voting is to take place in staggered
fashion over more than six weeks in
seven phases across states and territo-
riesin the world’s most popul
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try, concluding with a final round on
June 1. Votes are set to be counted on
June4.

“Itis our promise to deliver a national
election ina manner that will add to our
global shine and remain a beacon for
electoral democracies across the world,”
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time voters agcd 18 and 19 and about
197mn voters in their 20s.

Modi’s BJP has spoken of increasing
its majority in the 543 member lower
house [mm the 303 seats it won in the
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Last week, Indians were debating the
funding of political parties after the
election commission published infor-
mation on “clectoral bonds” on orders
of the Supreme Court. India’s top court
banned the opaque funding mechanism
lastmonth.

The data showed the BJP was by far
the biggest beneficiary of the scheme
and companies operating in heavily reg-
ulated sectors such as lotteries, con-
struction and mmmg were among ll|c
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